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To the Righ Reverend Father in 1008, 


Cc H A R L E #- 
Lord 1 of Nui ch 


My 1 0 R D. 
1 Humbl preſume to 8 che fol- 


1 plain Diſcourſe to Your 
Lordſhip for its Subjects ſake; which 


gives it a ſort of a Title to Your Patro- 


mage; as that kind of Charity which it 
recommends has been promoted by Your 
Lordſhip in ſeveral Places, and particular- 
| ly in that City which is under Your 
Care. 
And as nothing but the Deſ re of ſee- 
ing this Good Work go on in other Parts 

of Your Dioceſe, Joyn n'd with the Candor 
of 


it DEDICATION. 

of Your Temper, cou'd induce Your Lord- 
ſhip to Approve of this Diſcourſe, and 
to think that it might be ſomewhat ſer- 
viceuble to the! End for which it was 
preach d; fo I could not but look upon 
my {elf as oblig d tg take the firſt Op * 
tunit e tes Atkthowlgdg- 
ment of this, and all other Expreſſions of 


_ _ s Favour to me. 


| tio "x8 eelto din Io 09905 Rakel 


School lacely ſet 1 up at Palgrave ; which if 1 


it does not provoke others to Emulation, 4 
will not fail to obtain Your Lordſhip” > 
Prayers for its Succeſs. 
The preſeritMitiifier of Pilgiuse fin 
ing at 15 coming chither, #any pod 
Children wholly- deſtitute ol any Educa- 
tion, gave a Gift for founding a Charity- | 
School - and prevaiłd upon ſome of tie 
Chief of the Pariſh to ſet apart a large 
Room belonging ito the Town for that | 
Purpoſe ; and to ſubſcribe with him Ten 
Pounds per Ann. for its Maintenance: 
This the neighb'ring Gentlemen and Cler- 


| By have been pleasd to augment to be- 


Fes Twealty's and Thirry Pounds, beſides 
Caſual 


CO O— CO CNS 1 


— i ./. 
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Cn Gifts 'whith already amount to a- 


bout Twelve; —.— which tis — will 


increaſe at the Quarter h'd 
by the Neighb fing C at Key onthe Mer 
3514 1311) 


ing of the 1-2 
."Fhe Sehon cogent we beginning of 


lun hEre are Tayghtand Cloath'd 
152 8070 of tlie ww Pariſh g Sin 
more are Taught and not Cloath'd ;iand 
| Pon! frem Diſs are Taupht 3 nd/Cladth'd 
J. Bby4iprivateBenefactiony for To Years: 
| The Boys have ul y Books allow'd 
hy out of the gu ions.; and tis 
. 8035 robable Money' may ol Card towards 
inding ſome ro 2 Apprintiflica, who are 
not recommended to Service. 5838 
Beſides thoſe who are taught upon the 
Charity, ſeveral other Perſons who pay 
for it, ſend their Children to the School, 
for their Improvement 1 in Reading, Wri- 
ring, and in the Knowledge and Practice 
t. of the Chriſtian Religion, as profeſsd in 
fte Church of England; Invited by the 
Care which the Truſtees and Miniſter of 
- | the Pariſhtake, that the Maſter does his 
- | Duty according to the Orders of the 
School. The ſetting up of this wel 
which 


iv DE DIC AN FON 

which is the Firſt of this Nature here- 
abouts, has had ſuch a good Influence al- 
ready, that ſome well-diſposd Perſons 
have endeayour'd to ſetup the like in o- 
ther Places; being convinc d that the Pro- 
greſs of ſuch Charities muſt be a great 
Bleſfing to the preſent Age, and very 
much increaſe the Happineſs of the 
Any Neighb'ring Pariſhes may have 


the Benefit of ſending ſome of their poor. 


Boys Gratis ; according to the Proporti- 
on of their Sub riptions. 20 n 
There are alſo ſeveral: ſmaller Boys 

Taught the Alphabet, to Spell 3 and y 


| theChurch Catechiſm by a Dame, who has 


Ten Shillings for- each, at the Charge of | 
the Minifter, in order to fit them for the 
other School. r 
l hope, my Lord, this is no unpromi- 
ſing Beginning of a good Work; which 
as it meets with Encouragement thro the 
Readinefs of the Neighb'ring Gentlemen 
and Clergy ; fo it will I am confident al- 
ways have Your Lordſhip's Protection. 
May it pleaſe Almighty God daily to 


add to the Number ot theſe Schools ; and 
3 Cs giwe 


95 E 


R oh. FG 
for Your Lordſhip the Happineſs of a 


Life; and the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
Things ſo — and Praiſe-wor- 


3 ery where flouriſh and abound. 
hich 1s 6 the 12 of, 


Tour Tardſbig's Duziful Chaplain, 


Billingſord, May 


15. 711. 
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Mr dee Wy Tete, 22 
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E following Diſcourſe is Publiſh'd | 


* ww 


P HIL. IV. 17. 


| Not becauſe J deſire a Gift, but I defire Fruit: 


that may abound to your Account. 


I the writing of this Epiſtle St. Paul was a 
Priſoner at Rome, under the Emperor Nero, 
to Whoſe Tribunal the Fews Malice had 
conſtrain'd him to appeal. He was not 


only in a ftrange Land, and forc'd to converſe with 


moſt bitter Enemies both to his Perſon and Religion, 
but to undergo ſuch Hardſhips as could not but render 
him the miſerable Object of a whole Church's Charity. 
An Apoſtle in Want, in Priſon, moſt cruelly hated 


4 and perſecuted, were Arguments fo very moving, that 


the Pbilippians upon hearing the fad Story could not 
forbear exerting their Religious Bounty in his behalf ; 


which they diſpatch'd by Epaphroditus their Biſhop, who 


in their Names was to ſalute and reheve 83 


che Glorious Sufferer. It may ſeem that on Phil. 
nothing could be more welcome than ſea- , 


ſonable Alms in ſo great an Extremity; and welcome 
no doubt they were; but had they not been ſent ar 


all, St. Paul could have ſaid of himſelf , as he does 
with that truly Heroick Spirit; I have 
learn d in what ſtate ſoe der I am, therewith to. Ver. 11, 12. 


be content : I know how to be abaſed, and bon - 
to abound ; how to be full, and how to ſuffer need. And in- 


deed Contentment is the moſt valuable Riches, and a 


good Conſcience ſuch a Support, that a 
Man can do all things through Chriſt wha Verſe 13. 


ſtrengtbens bim. While thoſePerſons, who do 


not enjoy both theſe , are the moſt deſpicably poor, 
ſtarving in the midſt of 6 


St. 


on 


2 


2 A Sermon preach d at 

St. Paul was one that card for the Things of 
this World but juſt as much as they deſerv'd ; for 
had the Philippians ſent their Charity meerly out 
of Oftentation and Phariſaical Holineſs, he would 
have preferr'd his Chains before their Money, 


and rather have continned in Want than be 


relieved by their Hypocriſy. But when under 
the Shadow of their Gifts, he diſcern'd an inward 
Principle of ſincere Affection breaking 

Ver. 18. out as an odour of @ ſweet ſmell ; (Charity 
„ under the Goſpel being the moſt accepta- 
ble ſacrifice to God,) then he thought it but juſt Grati- 

1 tude to tell them , That they bad done well 
Ver. 14. in communicating with his Aſliction; And 
Ver 10. that he rejoic'd greatly in the Lord , that their 


care of him ſo exemplarily flouriſo d. Yet | 


left the ſhould ſuſpect that by thus commending 
them, he nly defign'd to draw from them larger Sup- 
plies ; he lets them know, that he had greater Re- 
gard to the Advantage of his Benefactors, than his 
own private Intereſt : I commend you, fays he, not 
daran f defire a Gift , but ] deſire Fruit that may abound to 
your Account. That is, 5 
OO ye Philippians, though I might have enjoyed 
* your Bounty with a very good Conſcience , recei- 
* ving it by a Deed of free Gift, than which nothing 
_ © can be a fairer Title to any Poſſeffion ; yet I do not 
* ſo much pleaſe my ſelf in having my Neceſſities re- 
* liev'd, as in beholding the true Principle of Chari- 
ty ſhining very conſpicuouſly in your liberal Con- 
** tributions ; which are Fruits ſo pleaſing to God, 
* that they will entitle you to a blefſed Reward in 
Heaven, and ſo abound to your everlaſting Ac- 
* count”, In which Words thus briefly explain d we 
have theſe Three Things obſervable. 7 


Frſt, That our Works of Kindneſs and Charity 
ought to be done with a good Intention, which alone 
5 | 15 


a good Intention, without which, all the 


Palgrave in Suffolk. 2 


i the Root that can ſend forth ſuch Fruits As ako =_ 
ceptable to God. | | 


| Secondly, That they be done according to our Abili- 
ty, not brought forth grudgingly and with a ſparing 
Hand, but they muſt be Fruits which abound plenti- 
fully. 


Thirdly, That as an Encouragement to us to act 


thus, our Works of Charity, however they may be- 


nefit others, do bring the greateſt Advantage to * 


| ſelves: They Abound to our own Account. 


In the firſt Place. Our Works of Kindneſs and 
Charity ought to be done with a good Intention, 
which alone is the Root that can ſend forth ſach Fruits 
as are acceptable to God. For ſince the Foundation 


of all Virtue is firſt laid in the Heart, the Sincerity of 
which puts the Value on Men's Actions; theſe S 


no better than the Actions of Brutes, if 

it can't be ſaid that the good things are Math. 12.35. 
brought out of the good Treaſure of the Heart. 0 

The Brutes are capable of 


External Offices of relieving and ſuſtain- 1 King. 17.6. 


inga Diſtreſsd and Indigent Prophet, but 


do not manifeſt any Virtue or Religion in them; be- 
ing but meer Machines, guided by a Superior Power; 
and couſequently can have no Reward annex d to 
their Actions. In this alone Man has the Pre- emi- 
nence, that he 15 capable of doing a Work with 
good Works 
in the World are but Hypocriſy , and acceptable nei- 


ther to God nor Man. For God can't be ſuppos'd to 
approve any thing ſo contrary to his Holy Nature as 


Hypocriſy is; and Man, when he perceives that an 
apnearingly good Work was done with an ill Intenti- 


on, flights and abhors it. He that is charitable upon 


8 ſelfiſh 


4 An 


ſelfiſh Deſigns, deſerves no Thanks. The Merciful- 
neſs and good Nature of the Giver's Heart, are more 
regarded than the Worth and Value of his Gifts ; for 
theſe probably he may be call'd generous, but for thoſe 
only he can be call'd Charitable. For when the Re- 
Cceivers of his Gifts ſee with what free- 
2 Cor. 1. 12. dom, ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, he diſpen- 
ſes them, they conclude that they are diſ- 
pens'd with a kind Heart, untainted with any Merce- 
| nary Intereſt. That Remark then of St. 
1 Cor. 13.3. Paul's is very juſt , A man may beſtow all 
Dis, goods to feed the poor and yet have no Cha- 
rity : For if he beſtows all his Goods to feed his own 
| popular Humour, to get Applauſe, and 
| Gen. 17. like the Builders of Babel, to ſet up Mo- 
numents of his Vain- glory, to perpetuate 
his Name. and live in the Memory of future Ages, to 
be prais d for his affected Holineſs and Munificence, 
as if he meant not ſo much to worſhip God as to draw 
2 fort of Adoration to himſelf ; his Charity has no- 
thing but the Image of a good Work , being void of 
| that Sincerity which is the very Soul and Eſſence of 
; it. Whence we cannot but infer, that to God, who is 
the Judge of Men's Hearts, the Mercy and Pity lodg'd 
there, are of more value than Alms diſtributed in the 
greateſt Abundance , if theie Graces are wanting. 
That God has no regard to ſuch good Works as do 
not flow from a good Intention, is plain from the Hi- 
ſtory of C#in and Abel, who both brought Sacrifices to 
the Lord, one of the Increaſe of his Lands, and the 
other of his Cattel : And there being as great a Diſ- 
proportion in the religious Temper of their Minds, 


7 


as betwixt 2 Sint and a Murderer, tis 


Gen. 44. obſerved both by Moſes and St. Paul, that 
Heb. 11. 4, God had a reſpect for Abel and his offering, but 
for Cain and his offering he had no reſpett. 


| | | This 


| 


Palgrave in Suffolk. 5 


n 
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This is not faid to diſcourage any, even the worſt 
Men from doing Good Works, which may be ſervice- 
able to others, tho' not very much fo to themſelves, 
becauſe they fail in the Neceſſary Qualification of a 
Good Intention; but to perſuade them to do Works 
of Charity with a Good Intention, that they them 
ſelves, as well as others, may be the better for them. 
Nevertheleſs, a Good Intention alone is not fufficient, 


except in Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, where no ſuch 


Works can be expected. Therefore, beſides That, tis 
requir'd in the Second Place, 5 


2. That our Works of Charity be done according 
to our Ability; not grudgingly, and with a Sparing 
Hand, but they muſt be like the Fruit of Generous 


Trees, which abound plentifully. For Charity being 


a Duty incumbent upon all, all are oblig'd to pra- 
Riſe it, according as God has preſper'd them. When 


God appointed the Offerings for Furniſh- 


ing the Tabernacle, ſome were to bring Exod. 2x. 2. 


| Gold and Precious Stones, ſome Purple 


and fine Linnen, others Badgers Skins and Goats 
Hair. The Gold, Jewels, Purple and fine Linnen, 
were Preſents for the Rich and Noble; but the Skins 
and Hair might be accepted from the Pcorer in Vrael. 
When Men of Figure and Diſtinction, and large 
Revenues , beftow no more Alms than their Neigh- 
bours whoſe Circumſtances are ſtraiter , the World 
ſcorns their Baſeneſs, inſtead of commending their 
Charity. A mean Offering becomes rhe 
brother of low degree well enough; but to James 1. 9. 
whom God has given a bountiful For- 


tune, ſuch are expected to be merciful after Tobit. 4. 8. 


their Power, and make bountiful Offerings. 
And yet it can't but be obſerv'd with Sorrow , that 
many Perſons of Subſtance, if they are not of Na- 


bal's 
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bual's churliſh, 3 5 if 
3 Sam. 25. they do not take up his brutiſh Apology, 
11. | Shot we gi ve our — and water, b 
to men, whom we know not whence they are? 
do nevertheleſs only [peak great ſwelling words of 
Charity, as alas ! our Brethren! alas! their Miſery! 
and leave it to God to relieve their poor Condition, 
without offering themſelves to do any thing toward 
it. Such Men are no better than Trees, that bear on- 
ly Leaves inſtead of Fruit; or are, in 
V. 22 St. Fude's Expreſſion, twice dead, and plucł d 
up by the roots ; ſuch as our Bleſſed Lord 
blaſted with a Curſe , as fit only for the Fire; for 
bearing only Leaves to adorn themſelves, and no 
Fruit to feed others. Whereas the truly Charitable 
Rich Man, according to the Pſalmiſt's 
Pal. 1. 3. Compariſon, is like a tree planted by the wa- 
tter-ſide, which plentifully brings forth its fruit 

in dus ſeaſon. ak E 


However, it is not to be ſuppos'd that Charity is 
confin'd to Men of Abundance; for Charity belongs 
to every Rank and Quality: No one's Circumſtances 
being ſo deprefs'd, but he is capable of doing 
Good Works, for the Benefit of others. Tis a Good 
Work, to be honeſt and induftrious in the meaneſt 
Calling. Tis a Good Work, to pray for the Suc- 
ceſs, and ſpeak in the Behalf of a Charitable De- 
ſign, tho' we can't aſſiſt it with our Purſes. Tis a 
Good Work, to ſpin for the Service of the Sanctuary, 
and as acceptable, as to carve the Palms and the Che- 
E rubims. If we are in St. Peters and St. 
Acts 3. 6. Johns Caſe, and can fay as they did, 

Silver and gold bave we none; 4 cup of cold 
water, Or à morſel of bread, ſuch as we have ; 
Mat. 10. 32. given to the Needy and Forſaken, becauſe 
: they belong 10 Chriſt, ſhall not go without a 


reward, 


Palgrave in Suffolk. = 
reward. Thus, when the Fews were caſt- 
ing their Gifts into the Treaſury, and Mark 12. 
there came a Poor Widow and threw in 41. 
two Mites, which make a CR 5 our 
Blefled Lord concluded, that ſhe had caſt in more than 
they all: For tho ſhe had but a little, yet 
ſhe us d diligence, not only to give of, but Tobit 4. 9. 
even all that little: Little indeed in Sub- 
ſtance ; but in God's Acceptation, the two Mites mul- 
tiplied to a Million. 

But then, if God has been graciouſly pleasd to 
give us the Bleflings of this Life, he . us into 
the ſame Condition with the Vineyard in the Goſpel, 
which the Maſter expected to flouriſh anſwerably to 
the Care and Coſt laid out upon it: 5 
For where much is given , much will be re- Luke 12.48. 
quir d; and to whom God has committed * 
much, of them ( as himſelf, ſo) his Servants alſo will 
ask the more. For all our Works of Charity are not 
ſo much our Kindneſſes as our Duties to the Poor, 


which we are not at liberty to perform or omit at our 


own Pleaſure ; being a Debt we owe to 
God, which he has commanded us to pay Rom. 13. 8. 
to our, needy Brethren for his Sake. | 
And accordingly, St. Chryſoffom, who very well un- 
derſtood St. Paul's Language, tells us, That thoſe 
Words after the Text, I have all, do ve-  _ 
ry emphatically ſhow , that the Contri- . 93 
bution from Philippi was by way of Debt, . 
which St. Paul receiv'd as a Prince does S de Tam. 
his Taxes, or a Landlord his Rent. And pars 1616. 
ſurely, to one who was the Happy Inſtru- 
ment of their Salvation , they ow'd their Philemon, 
very ſelves. And conſidering how Chriſti- v. 19. 
anity obliges us to love others as our ſelves, 
when we miniſter to the neceſſities of the Rom. 12. 
Saints, we can only be ſaid to pay them 
what we owe them. ; 

There- 
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Therefore, as an Encouragement to us to pay theſe 
Debts of Charity, we may proceed to the 


Third and laſt thing to be conſider d, viz. That 
our Works of Charity, how much ſoever they are 
to the Benefit of others, do bring the greateſt Ad- 
vantage to our ſelves ; they abound to our own Ac- 
count. | | TY 
In the Text, as in ſeveral other Scriptures, there 
is a Condeſcenſion to our weak Capacities , in repre- 
ſenring Almighty God as Lord of a Great Family, 


who keeps a very ſtrict Book of Account, in which 
is noted down the Behaviour of all his Servants. In 


the Divine Omnilſcience , as in a Sacred and Infinite 
Regiſter, all the Actions of Men are recorded, with 
the Gifts and Graces intruſted ro their Manage- 


ment; what Improvements they have made; and 


what Deficiencies they have been guilty of ; that 


ſo they may be either acquitted or puniſhed, as they 


deſerve. Therefore, if we have employ'd thoſe 


Talents, which God has given us, to their right 


End; when we come to ſtate the Account of our 


Actions, before him who is to be our Judge, and 
has been a Nice Obſerver of them all; we may be 
ſure, we ſhall be diſcharg'd with joy, and 


Heb 13.17. 3 : 
| | not with grief. 
Solomon ſets ſo high 2 Value on Charity, as to 
ſay, He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to 
Prov.19.17. the Lord: As it God himſelf vouchſaf d 
N to borrow of us, and become our Debtor : 
A Debtor that will repay an Hundredfold ; having 


promis'd to reward our Works of Charity with his 


own Kingdom of Heaven. This St. Paul ſpeaks with 


great Aſſurance, at the 19th Verſe of the Chapter of || 
the Text; where he fays, Ay God (ball ſupply ali - 


your wants, according to the riches of his glory in Cbriſt 
Feſus: 


g. S foal ford 
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i ; x : Such Glory, «s eye hath not ſeen, —_- 
1 22 it enter d into the beart 
of man to conte e. Without Charity, nei- 
ther Faith nor Hope, nor any other Vir- 
tue will ftand us in any _ The 
Prophet Iſaiah inſtances in Faſting; 38. 7. 
which tho of it ſelf 4 very Good 
Work, is wholly vain and fruitleſs, if not accom- 
pany'd with . This i the faſt that I bave 
choſen , that thou deal thy bread to the hungry, and bring 
the poor into thy houſe ; when thou ſeeſt the naked that 
thou cover bim, and hide not thy ſelf from thine own 


* 2 


y 
L Fleſh : Then ſhall thy light break forth as the morning 
L 22 he lory of t he Lord ſhall be 33 25 ry 
> For if Men abſtain from Meat and Drink, and 
1 at the ſame time abſtain from Good Works, they 
- do no more than is done in the Reprobate State 
where they neither eat nor drink, nor do any G 
t Works. i 
4 We ſee then, that without Charity we ſhall be 
* ſo far from Abounding, that we ſhall fail in our 
Ty Great Account; and our Lord will be | 
d roth, and deliver us to the Tormentors, to Matth. 19. 
6 be puniſh'd as Evil Servants, who neg- 34. 
d lected his Buſineſs, and were profitable 

neither to him nor any body elfe ; and fo muſt 
o | be forc'd, tho' it be in Everlaſting Sufferings „ to pay 
to All that is due unto him. | 3 
d If this Thought is no Inducement to Charity, 
r: || dis in vain to argue from any other Topicks : 
g For if Men will not be prevaild upon by the 
1s Hopes of an Everlaſting Reward, which is pro- 
h mis d to thoſe who practiſe it, nor be mov'd with 


of | the Fears of Everlaſting Miſery, which is threat- 
1% ned to thoſe who neglet it; we cannot expect 
if do ſucceed, by urging ſuch Conſiderations 22 

.C | taken 


ing, and I have done. 


| —.— — — 
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taken only from this World. Permit me 2 few 


Words ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent Meet 


2 ſuppoſe , it is not expected at this time that 


1 ſhould enter into an Account of the Riſe and 


Progreſs of the Charitable Work begun in this 
Place; any farther than to ſay, We have all the 


Reaſon in the World to hope for its Succeſs ; the 
Truſt and Management of it being put into the 
Hand; of Perſons of Known Character and Re- 
putation. And I take it for granted, that by your 
 Apremring here, you came on purpoſe to Encou- 
rage it. | os | 


I do not queſtion, but all of us look upon ſuch 
Charitics to be the moſt uſeful of any to 


Job 29. Mankind. For if to be eyes tothe blind, and 


15. feet to the lame; to inſtruct Youth in the 
Principles of Religion, form their Tem- 


pers to Virtue, correct the Ill Bent of their Na- 
rural Diſpoſitions, or (what is worſe) the Errors 


of their firſt Education; If to teach them Civi- 


lity and Good Manners, keep them from the | 
Looſeneſs of a Degenerate Age, render them | 
Happy in every Relation , either when they are | 


put into other Families, or come to be entruft- 


ed with one of their own; If to raiſe up God 
Good Servants, the 2UEE N Good Subjects, 


and our felves Good Neighbours, and to be In- 
ſtrumental in promocing the Temporal , Spiritual, 


and Eternal Welfare of many; If theſe are Un- 


dertakings, as they certainly are, the moſt noble 
; and worthy of a Chriſtian , being things 
Phil, 4. 8, very lovely and of good report; if there 
5 be any love of Virtue, if there be any 
juſt 


finiſher of our faith ; who for the joy that Heb. 12. z. 
was ſet before bim, "endur'd the croſs, deſpi- 
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juſt d to Praiſe, we cant but think on and pur- 
ſue theſe things. Should we repreſent to our Minds 
how many poor Children uneducated, are forced 
into the World with nothing but their Native 


Innocence to defend them againſt the bad Exam- 


ple of their Parents, and c hers they converſe 
with; deſtitute of thoſe mighty Helps which Re- 
ligion affords; how they fink under a Load of In- 
famy and Want, and are led to fea! , 

and blaſpheme the Name of their 3 li- Prov. 30. 9. 
ving, in 2 manner, without God in the Eqph. 2. 12. 
world, and, in one reſpect, worſe than pgl. 

the beaſts that periſh; ſurely we could 12. * 
_ but be XL. --u ny ſenſibly, o ſee 
ſuch a Diſtreſsd, Ignorant, Wandring Multitude: 
and lament with our Bleſſed Lord, oor Ws 9 851 
they are as ſheep having no ſhepherd, The Mat. 9. 36. 
ſevereſt Calamities of Life are tolera- | 


dle, where a Religiouſly diſpos'd Mind gives a Man 


the Courage to bear up under them: Poverty, 
Diſgrace, Afflictions, even Death it ſelf, are not 
ſuch formidable Things, to one who has been 
taught to look unto Feſus, the author and 


ſing the ſhame, and is now ſet down at the right band of 
Got. | | 


In ſhort, we deprive Children of all the Comforts 
and Bleflings both of this Life and a better, it 


we deprive them of thoſe Chriſtian Principles up- 


on which alone they can be founded; and direct- 
ly thwart that kind Invitation the Merciful eſs 
made to them, who not only faid, 

Suffer Little Children to come unto me, and Matth.19.14. 


forbid them not; but left us his own ex- 1 Pet. 2. 21. 
ample, that we ſhould follow bis ſteps, For 


2 When 


A Sermon preach d at 


Vide Offce when they brought young Children to 
for Publick Chrif, that he ſhould only touch them, 
Baptiſ®. he took them up in his Arms and laid 
"eau his Hands upon them, and bleſſed them, 
Mark 10. 14. declaring, * of ſuch i the Kingdom of 
Matth.18.14. God; it being his Father's good will that 
not one of thoſe little ones ſhould periſh. And 
though we are ſo careful as not only to ſuffer our 
little Ones to come to Chriff , but to bring them 
to him in Baptiſm, and conſecrate them to his 
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Service ; yet if we let the Devil pluck them out 


of his Hands, and neglect to reſcue them from 
that dreadful Captivity , we are acceſſary to their 
Ruin, and moft facrilegiouſly rob God, not only 
of his own Creatures, but of thoſe very Gifts 
which we had voluntarily given him. And when 
God is thus defrauded , who can forbear taking 

up the Words of the Book of Wiſdom, 


2.12. Surely that offipring s curſed which is |) 


Matth. 25. 41. Wicked: But bleſſed are the barren , and 
| | the Womb that newer bare, and the Paps 
which never gave ſuck. For horrible is the end of 
au unrighteous Generation , though they live long they 
are nothing regarded , and even their lat end ſhall be 


Without honour. 


Beſides, we do not only a great Miſchief to 
others, by not regarding their Education, but we 
very much prejudice our ſelves. For 
James 5. 6. if the Prayers of righteous Men avail 
much, the Prayers of Innocent Chil- 
dren cannot be fruitleſs : The Prayers which they 
daily pour out before the Throne of Grace muſt 
enter into the Ears of him who has profeſs'd 
himſelf a Patron of the Helpleſs and Needy, and 
will be anſwerd in a Multitude of Mercies ſhowr'd 
down on the Heads of their Bene factors. How 
| eo 


do we ſet forth God's Glory in tke 
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World, when we are the Oecaſion ef 2 Cor: 


o many Thankſpivin s to him, who 


has rais'd us up to be Inftruments of doing 
to his, Crentures ? How happy are a N 
we when we can be thus employd 

in Provokins one another to this ' bleſſed Heb. 0. 
work and labour of love, in being like Ex24. 34. 6. 
God himſelf ; ſhowing mercy and loving- n 


al. t. 4 
Lindweſs , and delighting t6 be ' grzicns is Niza 15. 
the ſons of men? A M613 ttt ie 


Nothing pleads ſo forcibly as the Innocence of 


Children; even their Silence is affecting, and muſt 


move thoſe that have any Pity and 


any Power to ſhew it, to let the Light Phil. 4. 10. 


of their publick Spirit /o ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee the bleſſed Effects of it, 
and glorify our Father which is in heaven. Math. 13. 16. 


And God has promis'd at the Great =— 
Day of Account to look upon every Kindneſs be- 


ſtow'd on theſe little Ones as beſtow'd 

upon himſelf ; when he ſhall ſay, For- Matth.: 
aſmuch as ye did this to the leaſt of theſe my 
Brethren, ye did it unto me. - 


5. 40. | 


I muſt take. leave to add in the Cloſe, that our 
Works of Charity, beſides the Service which they 
do to our ſelves, will exceedingly abcund to the 
Advantage of our excellent Church. The Charity 
and Piety that is thus taught and encouraged and 
practiſed by her, will make her yet more a Praiſe 
in the Earth, and ſtop the Mouths of Gainſayers : 


And as many of us as walk in this excellent way 


ſhall come to have a well-grounded 


Hope, that when the earthly bouſe of this = Cor. 5. 7. 


Tabernacle (ball be difſcly/d , we ſhall have | 
ſb „ we ſh 1 


14 A Sermon preachid, &c. 


4 building of God, eternal in the Hea- 
Dum 18. 3. 2 Where * been 2 
turning many ta Righteouſneſs here, 
— ſhall be join'd to the bleſſed? 


"Rev. 15 6.7 of Saints and Angels 1 1 Bing Praiſes to 
our God and to the Lamb, and ſhine as 


Stars for ever and ever, 


God bis c be he 
. Gait Eile fo for te þ 
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